Like other Shavian Positive Characters, Higgins has natural good-
ness, and a general benevolence. Liza asks him " why did you
do it for, if you did not care for me." Higgins' reply is, " I'll
adopt you as my daughter." When Liza threatens to set up as
a rival to Higgins under Professor Ncpean, though at first riled,
Higgins finally remarks that he had made a woman of her. Hig-
gins's treatment of Doolittlc also reveals the former's genial bene-
volence, Higgins has a mother fixation. He tells his mother,
who asks him to fall in love with some young woman that his,
idea of a lovable woman is one like herself, He explains to Pickering
that women are an evil to him to be avoided, not only because
they grow jealous about him, but also because he grows jealous
about them. As in the case of Shaw's Newton, women do not
fit into Higgins's scheme of life.

Liza Doolittlc like Cclopatra is teachable by Higgins only up to
a limited point. Her contacts with Higgins and Pickering only
bring about minor changes in her character and attitude to life.
Basically she remains the flower-girl we have seen for the first
time taking shelter under the portico of St. Paul's church; only
her speech is better, her clothes more elegant, her teeth cleaner,
and her manners more polished. But morally she remains un-
changed* Mrs. Pearcc, the house-keeper of Higgins seems to
have no illusions about Liza: " She's quite a common girl, Sir,"
she says.* Originally a snob, she remains one even after her
transformation. From the beginning, her filial affections are not
very pronounced. She says about her father, ** Not me. I don't
want never lo vsce him again, I don't He's a disgrace to me."*
After her adoption by Higgins, she wants to cut her old Lissom
Grove acquaintances. When in the fifth act, her father announces
to her his wedding to her step-mother, she angrily exclaims:

Liza.
You're going to let yourself down to marry
thai low common woman?
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